Decision Models

Add-in Loader Version 2



Purpose

Add-in Loader is designed to reduce the work associated with having shared Excel add-ins located on network servers.  It provides Developers/Administrators, as well as End Users, a simplified way to maintain and use add-ins.  

Add-in Loader bypasses Excel’s Add-in Manager, providing a new tool that allows for either automatic loading at Excel start-up, or easy on-demand loading of add-ins.

Functionality

For the Developer/Administrator:

· Control from a central point which add-ins will be automatically loaded when Excel starts.

· Control from a central point which add-ins will be available for on-demand loading.

· Enable updated versions of an add-in to be placed on a server at the same time as previous versions are in use.

· Optionally specify and/or change the network path for each add-in.

· Customize the Add-in Loader code as desired. The XLA is password protected to prevent accidental alteration with a password of dm.




For the User:

· Improve Excel start-up time by bypassing the loading of add-ins that are only needed intermittently.

· Minimize memory use by loading add-ins when needed and easily unloading them when not needed. 

· Dynamically load the latest version of an add-in, whilst unloading any version which is currently loaded and automatically updating any links that pointed to the old version.

· Dynamically update any links that point to old versions of loaded add-ins when a workbook is opened.

Administrator/Developer Instructions

AddLoaderV2.XLA must be located in a server directory that is accessible by all End Users.

AddinLoad.TXT must be located in the same directory.

AddinLoad.TXT tells Add-in Loader which add-ins to make available for on-demand use and which add-ins to load automatically on Excel start-up, as well as where the add-ins are located.

Each line of the AddinLoad.TXT file can contain up to 3 parameters separated by commas:

1. Root Name:
Specifies the name of the add-in to be installed. Add-in Loader will pick the newest version by looking at all the files in the specified directory that start with Root Name and end in .XLA or .XLAM.  This must be the first parameter!

· Example AddinLoad.TXT entry:

RATEDEV

The directory contains add-in versions called:

Ratedev101.XLA

Ratedev499.XLAM    (This is the latest and will be loaded the next time RateDev is requested by the end user. 

Or

RateDevA1.XLA

RateDevC9. XLA    (This is the latest and will be loaded the next time RateDev is requested by the end user.
For each file found, the characters in the name after the root name (excluding .XLA and .XLAM) are compared to the best found so far.  For alphabetic versions (like A1 or C9) the comparison is done using the case-insensitive alphabetic sequence, and for numeric versions the comparison is done using numeric sequence.

2. Auto:
an optional parameter that, if included, forces the associated add-in to automatically load on Excel start-up.

· Example AddinLoad.TXT entry:

RATEDEV, Auto

3. Path:
an optional parameter that, if included, tells Add-in Loader the directory the specified add-in is located.
· Example AddinLoad.TXT entry:

RATEDEV, F:\OurAddins\

If this parameter is missing the directory to be searched will be the directory containing the Add-in Loader XLA file.

AddinLoad.TXT can contain as many Root Names as desired (separate line for each root name).  Each root name will generate a menu entry in the “Load” pull-down menu available to the End User.  When the End User chooses from that menu, Add-in Loader initiates its search for the most recent version of the selected add-in and loads it for use.

· Examples of valid lines in AddinLoad.TXT:

Fincalc

Fincalc2

StockPlan, z:\my Programs\

ratedev,auto,c:\my documents\enterprice\rates\

range, auto 

MyUdfs, f:\VbaCode\, Auto

Automatic Link Updating:

When an updated version of a given add-in is loaded, each open workbook is checked for links to the older version.  Also when a workbook is opened it is checked for links to older versions of currently loaded add-ins. Any links that point to the older version are automatically updated to point to the updated version. Note: that this only applies to add-ins that have been loaded by Add-in Loader and not to add-ins that have been loaded by the Excel Add-in Manager.

Installing Add-in Loader on End User computers

Logically, the Add-in Loader XLA has to be installed once on each End User PC.

1. Go to Tools(Add-ins(Browse to the server directory.

2. Choose the Add-in Loader XLA file ( Choose OK.

3. Answer NO when asked if you want to copy the Add-in Loader XLA to the Library.

After installed, a new toolbar will be available to the user.  From this toolbar, all of the Add-in Loader functionality can be accessed.  The “Load” button allows the user to chose which add-ins to load based on what has been set up by the administrator.  The “View/Unload” button provides a pop-up form that allows the user to view and/or uninstall the add-ins that have been loaded, whether automatically or by the user, with Add-in Loader.

Download Package:

The package is a zip file containing:

· The Add-in Loader XLA file

· Test version of AddinLoad.TXT

· This document
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